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1898. 

1912. 

1910. 

1910. 

191 1. 
1892. 
1910. 

1908. 

I 9 1 3 - 

1909. 

igi 1. 
1898. 

1915- 

I 9 r 5 - 
191 1. 


changes of address. 

Mien. E. C., Oak Bank, Bradford (post. 

Bell, G., c/o Mrs. Wright, Yeldersley Hall, Derby 
(post). 

Biggar, A. G., Corbieton, Castle Douglas, N.B • 
Beauchamp Lodge, Warwick Crescent, Paddington’ 
W. (war work). 

Chaning-Pearce, L., Montague House, Ramsgate 
(sole). 

Chaplin, D. (Mrs. Gould), 2, Holland Villas Road, 
London, W. 

Hall, M. L., Brightside, Great Missenden, Bucks 
(sole). 

Humfrey, D., The Green, Adderbury, near Banbury; 
c/o Mrs. Sharp, Great Bookham, Surrey. 

James, M. L. (Mrs. Harry Williamson), 5, Artillery 
Mansions, The Common, Woolwich. 

Lowe, R., c/o Mrs. Coghill, Holy Trinity Vicarage, 
Southwell, Notts (post). 

Parsons, M. M., c/o Miss Fountain, Levana, 
Wimbledon Park, Surrey. 

Smith, J. R., Arlington House, Saltburn, Yorks; c/o 
Mrs. Read, Holmfield, Sowerby, near Thirsk, Yorks. 
Stubbs, H. M., 14, Penn Lea Road, Newbridge Hill, 
Bath ; non-resident post. 

Taylor, M. P., L nderfell, Low Fell, Gateshead-on- 
Tyne (post). 

\ ince, H. F., c/o Mrs. Smith, Elmfield, Witney, 
Oxon (post). 

M itherow, M. H., c/o Mrs. Logan, Fernielaw, 
Colinton, Edinburgh (post). 


births. 


^ (Jn ^ un day, September 24th, at Heversham, 

W^°, rp f',,l Ves, . morla " d . the wife (nee E. F. A. 
Frances ) 0 ^ Bannerman, of a daughter (Gillian 

HUG Che'am NE fv,~°"r Au & ust J 7 th > at. Pond Hill Cottage, 
Hu l m ’ T he Wlfe (aee Eleanor Wilkinson) of Picton 
Hughes-Jones, of a daughter. 
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NOTICES. 

With this number of L’Umile Pianta there will h 
each student a leaflet, which she is requested to r * ** 

fully, to fill in and post at once. At the last 
Meeting, of which a notice will be found elsewhere th 
was discussion about the possibility of a Students’ ConfT 
enee, and it has been considered best to ask everyone toseld 
in her wishes on the subject. There are also spaces left on 
the leaflet for the sender’s name and two addresses. In the 
case of the post address it is hoped that students will only 
give it if it will be still correct in January next, when the 
Annual Address List will be printed. If every student will 
without fail and at once fill in and send off this leaflet, the 
Association will save about /A, and the trouble saved to the 
Editor will be incalculable ; indeed, she hardly dares think 
about it ! There is another good deed some students could 
do — pay their long overdue subscriptions, for which they 
are in debt to Miss Gray. 

All students who knew her will be very sorry to hear that 
Mademoiselle Mottu died last September. Her sister writes : 
“ Nous avons le grand chagrin de vous faire savoir la mort 
de notre bien-aimee sceur. Elle n’a pas souffert longtemps 
mais bien assez moralement et corporellement car ellej 
garde sa connaissance jusqu a son dernier mo ^ 

voila delivree des malheurs el cle^ souc * s d v ^ cu e. 

est morte en vraie ch^ienne conrnre e„e . 

. . . Elle m’a recommande de remercier^de sa P 

les jeunes filles qui l’aient connue tt .u ^ g n( j Cazalet’s 

Students who are teaching I orn . “ Russia and 

Short History of Russia helpful in prep^ * ^ , s For 

Democracv ” and in making ol,t ‘ > Nature Book 

^ ,, ..j vr Cowan & ora> _ 


Geology in Forms V and V L 
No. r; {mnl Fossils) IS very helpful- 


The book con- 
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sists of sixty photographs of fossil plants, all carbonaceous, 

and it costs 6d. 

Shakespeare Music, edited by E. \\ . Naylor (Curwen, 
5 /-), is full of delights for readers of Twelfth Night and 
Hamlet, and has several other songs of Shakespearean 
times. The music is not easy, but is suitable for older 
girls who could also sing the songs. 

The next Students’ Meeting will be held on December 2nd 
and January 6th, at 3.30 p.m., at 27, Craven Road, Hyde 
Park, W., by kind permission of Miss Evans and Miss 
Faunce. 

The next number of L’Umile IbANTA will appear on 
January 15th. Articles must be sent to the Editor by 
December 20th. Her address after December 1 8th li.e., for 
the holidays) will be The Willows, Lytham, Lancashire. 


STUDENTS’ MEETING. 

As there were no meetings in August and September it 
might have been expected that a good number of students 
would wend their way for this, the first meeting after the 
holidays, held on October 7th, but only six put in an appear- 
ance. Of course, there was lots to talk about, as there 
always is on these occasions. The great subject was, 
" ether there should be a conference at Ambleside next year 
or not. It is necessary that a decision be quickly made on 
it of the many arrangements connected with a confer- 
^ e. Nothing was decided, however, as it was thought the 

all students should be obtained, because of the 
present conditions. 

O Present were Misses Bernau, Claxton, Macfarlane, 

° Wen ’ 1 ansh > ^d R. Williams. 


letters 


REPORT OF THE S.E.C. MEETING ’ 

Heed at 8, Chen.es Street Chambers 
October 25 th, 1916. 

Members present: Mrs. Esslemont, Mrs. Bellerbv vr 
Bernau, Claxton and Gray. 1 ,sses 

The chief business that came up for discuss! 
question of a Students’ Conference. It 


sion was the 
was felt that as the 


_ „ , ••11, ulcU the 

S.E.C. deeded to postpone ,t last year, that the students 

themselves should be left to decide the matter this year- 

and so a form was drawn up, which is to be printed in the 

form of a leaflet and sent round with the Plant, by means of 

which we hope to find out what students really think. As 

the leaflet will appear at the same time as this report, there 

is no need to say more about it here. 

Miss Macfarlane sent in her resignation as Editor of 

the Children's Quarterly, and we hope soon to find a 

suitable successor. The question of getting in subscriptions 

was then discussed, and it was decided that in future the 

names of those students who are one year behindhand with 

their subscriptions should be printed in the Januar) 

magazine. 

We were much interested in hearing Miss Mason’s report 
of her conference with elementary school teachers and other 
educational authorities, with the idea of introducing t e 
P.U.S. programme into the elementary schools, an repor 
ing what has already been done in that res P ect . 
wHl, before long, be able ,o read the repor, far t-g* 
This ended the business of the meeting, ^ 

and talk were the order of the day 

r FTTERS. 

-o Porchester Terrace, W., 

October 6 th, 19^ 

Dear Editor, ,. ff ; n their subject 

However much conferences nia > 
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matter and scope, there is certainly one lesson which every 
conference teaches us, and that is that opinions differ,” 
and that tot homines, tot sententice. This lesson brings 
comfort to many a harassed secretary and organizer, as We 
know that an address, which one person hates will be “the 
best of all ” in another person’s mind; still, just as real art 
is above and independent of the person who views it, so 
there are some educational truths which cannot be exactly 
a question of “ opinion,” and I feel that “ R. A. P.” i n her 
interesting summary of the P.N.E.U. Conference at Bed- 
ford College touches on one of these. ' . 

She dismisses the Scripture lesson with some very harsh 
criticism, and I venture to think, without that judicial weigh- 
ing of all the circumstances which should accompany all true 
criticism. 

Demonstration lessons must always fall short of the per- 
fect teaching in the schoolroom. Miss Robotham did not 
know the children, or they her. She had to waste time over 
gaining* their confidence and establishing* an atmosphere so 
that the children should be absolutely keen, unself- 
conscious, and ready to narrate easily and freely. In this 

she succeeded. Further, she had to show the audience the 


necessity and the possibility of teaching from the Bible in the 
Bible language, and getting the children to narrate. In 
l his, also, she succeeded admirably. She showed the chil- 
en her lo\e of the Bible words; she drew parallels between 
the passage taken and a well-known Psalm ; she let the 
children read; she let them handle their Bibles and find the 

passages, etc. All these are excellent points. 

J wonder if “ R a p ., . 

,• . • • • i . has seen many other demonstra- 

ion essons.'' I remember one in particular that I saw on 

B| , e ^ ‘ ng: Under the patronage of many distinguished 
ops and clergymen. The whole story 'of the exodus 
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enty 

con- 


from Egypt and giving of the Ton C„ mmandments , ? 

than a term s work) was told to the children • ' 
minutes; there was no Bible present, and the child ^ 
tributed - No " and “ Yes " and a few other monoid 
in answer to questions. That is how it is often done 
Miss Robotham demonstrated to a mixed audience not 
we must remember an audience of Ambleside students or all 
Parents’ Union parents, how we wish such lessons given 
and to my mind she did it as well as it could be done in the 
circumstances. She explained in her little adddress after- 
wards that she would expect to cover more ground in a 
normal lesson, and herself showed how her ideals could not 
be reached on a platform. She did give the people present 
an inkling of what Parents’ Union teaching is. I believe 
that most people there carried away much more than the 
glamour of a pleasant personality. Pe’rhaps this in itself 
proves us to be rather amateurish and foolish in “R. A. P.’s” 
judgment, but many branch • secretaries who were there 
asked Miss Robotham to repeat her lecture and lesson, and 
I hope others will follow suit, and that she will not be too 
much discouraged by “ R. A. P.’s ” criticism to consent to 
do this. Several teachers who were present, including Mr. 
Gibbs, whose boys were taught, spoke in tht highest term 
of how well Miss Robotham managed a most difficult jo . 
I believe myself that the amount learnt (coupled wit te 
apologia) is an insignificant item in judging t e wo 
lesson, and though there were a few points in e ^ 

teaching at which I demurred, ■ ^ explanatory 

tion for the method of the lesson 

address. — Yours, etc., ^ p ranklin'. 
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Scale How, 
October, 


Dfar Ex-Students, 

We have been back such a short time that there seems 
very little to write about. But we thought you might like 
to hear about the preparations for All Hallows, as the next 
number of the Pianta does not appear until after it i s al , 
over, and the need for secrecy will have ceased to exist ! W e 
are to have a short play, entitled “What the Flowers saw, 
November 30th, 1916.“ 

The scene is laid outside St. George’s, where the Weather 
box stands. Here such flowers as the daisy, rose, water lily, 
etc., meet in order to enjoy the freedom which is theirs on 
All Hallows. They discuss the College and its strange 
inmates, whose behaviour has so often puzzled, pleased, or 
distressed them. The robin, too, has much to tell, for has 
not he hopped into the class-room and seen tonic solt'a, 
education lectures, etc., in progress. The ant, who escaped 
from the last “ crit ” held on him and his brethren, comes 
to tell his tale. 


1 he Queen of the Flowers promises to give her heart’s 
desire to the flower who tells the best story about the 
students, and dismisses them with, the promise that they 
shall meet again on the following’ night. 

In the next scene the students, anxious to decorate the 
class-room for the evening’s entertainment, pick some of the 
flowers, who thus witness a play enacted by them. So we have 
a pla\ within a play. One unfortunate student is doomed 


— omne UdV , «uiu lr> jjicj.mimg 

next 1 hursday. In her zeal she mixes the subjec 
pelessh , and her drill crit is a mixture of tonic solf 

French, drill, and the story of a prawn (see “ Life and H' 
Children ”) ! 


letters 


the idea for it is, that the flower whose hewU T*"’ ^ 

once to become a student now bees to \\ w . n * eS ‘ re Was 

always, having been all ton much impressed for 

the unfortunate student 1 We are all „,ar pierrot * ° 

during the rest of the evening Several , 

. , s eral songs have been 

written, among them : Deen 


Do you want to study 
How to take a walk? 

Be a Scale How student, 

And learn wild birds to stalk. 
You’ll also find a pleasure 
In climbing in the sun 
To find the height of mountains 
And why a stream doth run. 

Do you want to study 
Why a bee it stings? 

Be a Scale How student, 
You’ll learn a lot of things, 

All about the insects, 

Sponges, slugs and worms, 
Caterpillars, scorpions, 

And all that give you squirms. 


Do you want to study 
What sloyd and carton mean.' 
Be a Scale How student, 


On models you’ll get keen. 

Just use your knife quite freely, 
And cut your finger so, 

Here is scope for genius 
And words like hang • dash . 

Do you want to study 

J Cl 

i i rn V r 
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He a Scale How student, 

Learn “ Nobis domine,” 

How to beat one bar in, 

And keep your part all right, 

While your next door neighbour 
Out of tune is singing quite. 

Do you want to study 
How to read aright ? 

Be a Scale How student, 

Attend a comic sight. 

Stroke your nose quite gently, 

Make sounds like bay ! boh ! boo ! 

El-en-di-ten among them, 

Don’t smile whate’er you do. 

Ob yes, it’s real amazing 
What knowledge you can store 
At Scale How, where they teach you 
To dust and sweep the floor, 

Knit socks and weed the garden, 

Clear tables, play a hymn, 

Do all that you can think of, 

Excepting how to swim ! 

This is sung to the tune of “ Riding Down to Bangor.” 

Hie probationers are seven in number, five of them are 
Old Fairfield Girls. 1 hey work in the workshop, and use 
ning room in the evenings. To their sorrow they 
,, COrne j nto cr ' ts • 1 he seniors can think of nothing 

final crits, and we are all anxious to see the new 
mspector, Mr. de Burgh. 

r c ^' n £ read us a most interesting account of the 
Z™ w ich Miss Mason has been doing during the summer. 

town m e ^ tkat one °f Yorkshire’s most important 

towns will adoDt PMpn • • , . 

• -ni.L.L. principles in the elementary 


for the children’ 


:,v Bl [lie I , t h" I T n. t 

that Miss Mason’s dearest wish is thus on th real ' Ze 
filment. — Yours sincerely, wa > to ful ’ 

The Present Students. 


“ FOR THE CHILDREN’S SAKE.” 

I have been living for the past few months in an 
atmosphere of the National Mission. It chances that I 
heard much of it before many people even knew of its exist- 
ence. But now everybody knows about it, and it is much in 
everybody’s thoughts. But for most people the great 
difficulty of the mission is how to apply it to themselves and 
their daily doings, practically. 

The other evening, at a meeting in connection with the 
mission, the speaker said : “ Why doesn’t God send us His 
Son now on earth to help us? . . . Because every one of us 
is His son, and is sent on earth to sacrifice himself for 
others.” This struck me, and led me to wonder whether 
we are meant to “sacrifice” ourselves. Then I remem- 
bered : “ He that would follow Me, let him deny himself, 
which surelv means much the same ihing. To many p p 
it may be difficult to see how to follow this command prac- 
tically, but for us students it is easier, and if ™ ^ 
know how, we need only remember our mo o . 

Children’s Sake.” ,, T t u; n i. 

Many years ago ; a feflow-student^. the sake 

our motto is too ridiculous. ,» I didn’t 

of the children, but simply because we ; wron g. How 
know how to answer, but only k ' ne ' v s ^ unanswe rable at 
often one ponders over a remar a . _ • e we might 

the moment. And I think m this miss ^ ji ves are, 
nil mrpr our motto, remembering 
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from the time we leave Ambleside onwards, to be lived “ f Qr 
the children’s sake.” We are to give up comfort-loving 
habits, to talk circumspectly, to be scrupulously loyal, to 
read carefully, to work hard at this or that little-known sub- 
ject, and to do many things we don’t enjoy, “ for the chil- 
dren’s sake.” I believe the difference between a successful 
student and a not so successful one often lies in that the one 
works joyfully “ for the children’s sake,” and the other from 
a sense of duty only. But we are all often lazy, careless, 
and cross. We all fail, and our failures are woven into the 
characters of the children we teach. 

I suppose everyone knows Miss Mason’s poem, “ The 
Nursery ” (Saviour of the ff r orld, Vol. II). Surely she had 
us students in her mind when she wrote it. I know of no 
better tonic when feeling depressed, discontented, or 
stagnant, than this poem. Here is the last verse : 

(Christ speaks.) 

“ Know’st thou the brother secret, all is learned ; 

Thou giv’st thy coat, thy cloak, thy strength, thy hope; 

Thou askest nought but for their service, scope ; 

For them would ’st give thy body to be burned ! 

This is to love, as I have loved thee, 

To see in the unlovely, only Me.” 

FRUIT-PICKING IN PERTHSHIRE. 

Most of us, I think, felt that we would like to do some 
sort of war work during the summer holidays which have 
just passed. But I don’t think anyone could have had more 
enjoyable work than we. Mrs. Le Brun (nee Miss Thomas) 
Zfh , JOmed the Women’s National Land Service Corps, 

Tul ! «V dea ° f getting S ° me sort of farm work to do. On 

y we were summoned to join a party going" to Scot- 


FRUIT-PICK, N"C 

I ^ 

land on the 31st for fruit-picking. Our . 

supposed to be Blairgowrie, but we were Ji TT ^ 
order with the news that there was more necd u “'J 1 "- 

The fruit-farm was very extensive-over 600 acres „2 
raspberries, divided up into convenient “ field, ” • . . , 

the bushes grew ,n immaculate rows running north and 
south. Scattered round were the encampments of the 
workers, generally two blocks of dormitories and a canteen 
to each encampment. Our encampment was a new one, 
everything was fresh and clean, and it was one of the con- 
ditions of our employment that we should not have to mix 
with the ordinary workers during the day. The sleeping 
arrangements were delightfully primitive. Each dormitory- 
had nine double “beds”; that is, a long wooden frame- 
work went round the corrugated-iron walls, divided into 
6 ft. boxes, each box containing a coarse mattress stuffed 
with straw, a bolster stuffed with hay, and two dark grey 
blankets. Most people had come with a friend, but one or 
two odd ones had to sleep with complete strangers. Mrs. 
Le Brun had her poster’s camp bed, and slept out, so I had 
a large mattress to myself, which 1 used to drag out and 
put beside hers on the grass outside. A good many other, 
used to sleep out on fine nights, rolled up in rugs and wear- 
ing all sorts of queer headgear. We got up ^ 5 a.m , an 
had tea or coffee in the canteen a, 5 - 3 °. '« 

,d. per cup. Then we went off to work front « ° **« 

m pnt We worked in pairs un 
ally near our own encamp ^ ^ ^ buckets , 

each side of a row of canes. anc i lar g e 

a small one tied round the "-ust l0 p ^y e beguiled 

one in which to carry the talkin g in our case, 

the time by talking and singing three years 

for we hadn’t met since we le of happenings, 

ngo . We reminded each other of all 




